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SUBJECT: QADHAFI LOSES HIS CHIEF AIDE, LIBYAN/GDR RELATIONS 
STRESSED 

1 . A KEY CONSIDERATION ARISING OUT OF THE LIBYAN AIR FORCE 
HELICOPTER CRASH IN THE LATE EVENING OF MARCH 6 (WHICH KILLED 
A HIGH LEVEL GDR DELEGATION, LED BY WERNER LAMBERZ, AND 
SEVEN LIBYANS AND WHICH WILL BE SUBJECT OF SUBSEQUENT REPORT 
AS INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE) IS THE EFFECT ON QADHAFI'S 
GOVERNMENT OF THE LOSS OF TWO KEY OFFICIALS, PARTICULARLY 
HIS CHIEF AID 

TAHA SHARIF BIN AMIR. 

2. BIN AMIR'S ROLE IN THE QADHAFI REGIME, WHILE NEVER 

FULLY DETAILED, WAS BY ALL ACCOUNTS VERY SIGNIFICANT INDEED. 

BIN AMIR IN FACT FUNCTIONED AS QADHAFI'S SPECIAL ASSISTANT. 

HE WAS NEVER FAR FROM HIS SIDE IN PUBLIC. IN PRIVATE 
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BIN AMIR ATTENDED PRACTICALLY EVERY MEETING BETWEEN 
QADHAFI AND VISITING DIGNITARIES. HIS OFFICE IN 
AZZIZIA BARRACKS WAS ADJACENT TO QADHAFI'S OWN. HE 
MANAGED FLOW OF PAPERS TO QADHAFI AND CONVEYED HIS ORDERS 
TO THE REST OF THE GOVERNMENT. ALWAYS SELF-EFFACING, HE 
APPARENTLY HAD QADHAFI'S FULL CONFIDENCE AND, THOUGH 
WITHOUT PERSONAL POWER, HE PROBABLY BROUGHT SOME MODERATING 
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INFLUENCE TO BEAR ON QADHAFI. HE CERTAINLY PROVIDED 
WHATEVER ORDER EXISTED IN THIS RATHER DISORDERLY GOVERN- 
MENT. OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE, HE MADE HIMSELF AVAILABLE TO 
FOREIGN DIPLOMATS AS A CHANNEL TO QADHAFI WHEN KEY MATTERS 
AROSE. THUS HIS DEATH HAS TO BE A MAJOR LOSS TO QADHAFI. 

3. TO A LESSER EXTENT, THE DEATH OF CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, 

AHMAD ABU SHAGUR, WILL ALSO BE SERIOUS SETBACK FOR LIBYAN 
DIPLOMACY. THOUGH NOT BELOVED BY THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, 

HE WAS ADMIRED, AND RIGHTLY SO, FOR HIS INEXHAUSTIBLE 
ENERGY AND, IN THE LIBYAN CONTEXT, CONSIDERABLE MANAGEMENT 
AND EXECUTIVE SKILLS. TO A LARGE EXTENT, LIBYA'S ABILITY 

TO COPE WITH THE MANY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND 
UNCEASING FLOW OF FOREIGN VISITORS TO TRIPOLI DEPENDED 
ON ABU SHAGUR S UNFLAGGING EFFORTS. THOUGH CONFERENCES 
AND STATE VISITS TO TRIPOLI WERE NEVER MODELS OF EFFICIENCY, 

THE FACT THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO TAKE PLACE AT ALL IN THIS 
MANPOWER SHORT COUNTRY HAS BEEN SOMETHING OF AN 
ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

4. IT WILL NOT BE EASY TO REPLACE THESE MEN, PARTICULARLY 
BIN AMIR, AND THUS QADHAFI'S ABILITY TO GOVERN THE COUNTRY 
WILL CERTAINLY BE DEGRADED DURING THE MONTHS AHEAD. 

5. IMPACT OF EVENT, AS IT AFFECTED LIBYAN/GDR RELATIONS, 

WAS DEMONSTRATED AT PUBLIC EULOGY LED BY QADHAFI'S 
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DEPUTY MAJOR JALLUD AND ATTENDED BY SENIOR GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND BECAUSE OF LATE NOTIFICATION VERY FEW 
DIPLOMATS. JALLUD DEVOTED MOST OF SPEECH TO EMPHASIZING 
DEPTH AND CLOSENESS OF GDR/LIBYAN RELATION AND NOTING 
THAT GERMAN VICTIMS WERE IN LIBYA TO HELP BUILD NEW 
SOCIEITY. AT AIRPORT BODIES OF GERMAN VICTIMS WERE 
ACCORDED MILITARY HONORS AS THEY WERE LOADED ABOARD 
LIBYAN PLANE FOR RETURN TO BERLIN. LIBYAN FOREIGN 
SECRETARY TURAYKI ACCOMPANIED TO OFFER PERSONAL CONDOLENCES 
TO GDR LEADERS. 

6. NOT SURPRISINGLY TRIPOLI IS ABUZZ WITH RUMORS OF 
POSSIBLE SABOTAGE AND SPECULATION THAT QADHAFI WAS 
SCHEDULED TO USE FATAL CHOPPER. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE 
THUS FAR FOR SUCH SPECULATION. 

CARLE 
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